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COSE Partners with NSBA to Kick-off Outreach Campaign

Cleveland, OH – February 18, 2008 — More than 2.5 million Ohioans work for or run a small business, according to data from the U.S. Small Business Administration Office of Advocacy and U.S. Census Bureau. Nationally, that number grows to 70 million people. These numbers underscore the significance of the small business vote and the impact that legislative decisions by policy makers have on small business. 

“Small business comprises 33 percent of the voting population in the U.S.,” says Steve Millard, president and executive director, COSE. “The small-business community is an important constituency that has a significant impact on our local, state and national economy. We must ensure that our public officials understand this and act accordingly as they craft their platforms, campaign for our votes and eventually perform their official duties. ”

The Council of Smaller Enterprises (COSE) is working closely with the National Small Business Association (NSBA) to underline the significance of the small business vote. “Small Business: 70 Million Strong…And Voting,” a broad campaign unveiled today, aims to educate lawmakers, candidates and the public on the importance of small business to our economy. The campaign also seeks to address the lack of small-business focus in the 2008 election season by urging every small-business owner and employee in the U.S. to speak out about their needs and their concerns.  

“For the past 15 years, small business has created on average 93.5 percent of all net new jobs and comprised 99 percent of all employers, yet continues to be an afterthought for many lawmakers and candidates,” stated NSBA president Todd McCracken. “This campaign will help us change how people think and talk about small business.”

About COSE

COSE is one of Ohio’s largest small business support organizations, striving to help small businesses grow and maintain their independence. Comprised of more than 17,000 member companies, COSE has a long history of fighting for the rights of all small business owners, whether it’s through group purchasing programs for health care, workers’ compensation, or energy, advocating for specific changes in legislation or regulation to benefit small business, or providing a forum and resource for small businesses to connect with and learn from each other. (www.cose.org)

About NSBA

Since 1937, the National Small Business Association has advocated on behalf of America’s entrepreneurs. Reaching more than 150,000 small businesses, NSBA is proud to be the first national small-business advocacy organization in the United States. (www.nsba.biz)
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